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WHO Oral Health Surveys  

Basic Methods 2013 



Calibration 

Even when the experts 

all agree, they may well 

be mistaken. 

Bertrand Russell 



Proportion of P1 children with no 

obvious decay experience 2014 



Calibration of examiners / surveys 

ÅStandard system 

ÅStandard lighting 

ÅScoring d3mft 

ïDecayed  

ïMissing 

ïFilled 

ÅStandard analysis / weighting 

ÅStandard presentation 





Inter- examiner agreement 





Dental instruments 

 
ÅDental instruments are:  

ÅPlane mouth mirror  

ÅBlunt ball-ended probe 
(CPITN) with an end 
diameter of 0.5 mm.  

ÅCotton wool rolls or cotton 
buds for drying teeth 

ÅFresh set of previously 
sterilised instruments for 
each subject.  



Lights 

ÅBASCD recommend a 
purpose built inspection light 
yielding 4000 lux at 1 metre 

ÅAcceptable lights are: 

ÅBrandon Medical Company  

 MT608BASCD 

ÅDaray X100 with PivotD desk 
mount 

ÅEnsure light is at highest 
setting 

 



4,000lux  

at 1 metre 


