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Everyone, even the most vulnerable person, has 

the right to an oral health care assessment and 

oral health care plan 

(Í treatment plan) 

Å The interest of the patient must 

be the highest priority. 

Å Respect the right to autonomy, 

as far as possible. 

Å Good oral health has positive 

benefits for health, dignity, self-

esteem and social integration. 
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Definition of óelderly peopleô 

Conclusions observed during the last decades 

ÅAgeing and ageing-within-ageing 
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Definition of frail elderly people 

ÅState of increased vulnerability to stressors 

ÅGroninger Frailty index 

ÅCanadian Study of Health and 

Ageing Frailty scores 

ÅBarthel index é 

ÅKatz-scale 

ÅRAI(Resident Assessment Instrument ) 

Åé 
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Definition of frail elderly people 
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Definition of frail elderly patient 

ÅFrailty increases with age.  
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Definition of frail elderly patient 

ÅThe diversity of frailty in older age groups 
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Definition of frail elderly patient 

ÅThe diversity of the population of elderly people 

complicates the definition of óa frail elderly 

patientô. A definition based on age is not very 

useful. A definition based on functional capacity 

and vulnerability seems to be more useful.  
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Further conclusions observed during the last 

decades 

ÅReduced edentulism 
Muller et al., 2007 

Clin Oral Implants Res.  

12 



Further conclusions observed during the last 

decades 

ÅReduced edentulism 

13 



Further conclusions observed during the last 

decades 

ÅReduced edentulism 

14 



Further conclusions observed during the last 

decades 

ÅIncreased number of natural teeth 

Muller et al., 2007 

Clin Oral Implants Res.  
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Further conclusions observed during the last 

decades: 

ÅOral health status of frail and dependent older 

people is poor 
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