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Presentation

ÅWorld Federation of Public Health 
Associations

Å/ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
health

ÅPolicy and advocacy at the WFPHA

ÅGlobal oral Public Health working group



The World Federation of Public Health 
Associations

ÅFounded in 1967 during the 20th World Health 
Assembly. Office in Geneva since 2008.

ÅUmbrella organization of multidisciplinary 
national public health associations

ÅThe WFPHA is accredited as an NGO in official 
relations with WHO

ÅThe Federation also holds consultation status 
with the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC).
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²CtI!Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ

To promote and protect global public health by:

Åsupporting the development of PH associations 
and societies and the establishment of regional 
federations;

Åfacilitating and supporting the exchange of 
information, knowledge and transfer of skills;

Åundertaking advocacy for public policies, programs 
and practices at the supra-territorial level
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Global Public Health at a turning point

New Global Public Health: why?

ÅIncreasing number of partners in global public 
health with dispersed legitimacy

ï(ex.: AIDS-related NGOs > 60.000 in 2007;280 
agencies, 242 multilateral funds, 24 Development 
Banks, 40 UN OrganisationsΣ ŀƴŘ млллŘǎ ƻŦ bDhΩǎ )

ÅReconfiguration of power in health governance 
(ex.: G8,  NGOs, CSOs, geopolitical transition) 

ÅIncreasing interdependency in the norm-setting 
(ex.: intellectual property and health)
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Global Public Health at a turning point  
- suite  

Global Health has seen:

ÅExpansion of actors and activities

ÅInequality of access around the world

ÅGlobalization of lifestyles

ÅThe Health sector is one of the biggest industries 
worldwide

ÅHealth is crucial to (political) stability 

ÅA new need for coherence and coordination is 
recognized 
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Members survey 2011 : Results 
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Some Conceptions of Policy
ÅñThose laws, regulations, formal and informal 

rules and understandings that are adopted on a 

collective basis to guide individual and collective 

behaviour" (Schmid, Pratt and Howze,1996; 

Wallack et al. 1993)

ÅHealthy public policies must be built through 

"diverse but complementary approaches 

including legislation, fiscal measures, taxation 

and organizational change", which should be 

integrated in all activities of government (WHO 

1986)



Who does policy?: Structures 

ÅPolicy associated with those who govern 
ïnation/state, bureaucracies, etc.

ÅHistorical lens on role of nation-states as 
enabling or exploitative structures 
possessing power (policy used as 
instrument of power)

ÅMediating role with an interest in 
ócollectiveôwelfare of citizens

ÅEstablishes norms that structure 
individual action (policy as an expression 
of these norms)



WHO reform and NGOs

ÅWFPHA takes part in the discussion process

ÅWFPHA puts forward:

1. WHO should link new health actors to the 
established intergovernmental system

2. WFPHA also advocates for engagement with 
non-health actors that can influence health

3. WFPHA underlines that the WHO is the only 
global health actor with formal-legal 
legitimacy
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WFPHA collaboration plan with WHO

ÅAn approach to the definition of (global) 
public health in the new landscape (actors, 
responsibilities, legitimacy);

ÅSide event at the up-coming World Health 
Assembly  will promote the discussion;

ÅThis work should be finalized by 2015 and be 
part of the 14th WFPHA World Congress in 
Kolkata, India.  
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1st Arab World Public Health 
Conference ςApril 4-6, 2013, Dubai

ÅImportant part of the world with political 
changes;

ÅPublic health needs to be strengthened 
especially in this part  of the world;

ÅNetworked global health governance using 
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ άminilateralisticέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ
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JOINTLY OPENING CEREMONY 1ST WPRCPH

Beijing, October 26-29, 2009

Prof. Cai Jiming
Prof. Ulrich Laaser


